
 
IDENTIFICATION 

 
    Photos courtesy of Tom Kaye 

 
Leaf margins of false-brome are hairy (left) and the flowers are            

borne on drooping spikes (center and right). 
 

False-brome can be distinguished from other 
grasses by: 
• Hairy leaf margins 
• Broad, droopy leaves 
• Droopy flower spikes 
• Spikelets with no or very short stalks 
• Clumpy growth form 
• Bright apple-green color, which remains 

green through fall and at least part of winter 
 

IMPACT 
 

The species has an exceptionally broad range, 
occupying both forest floors and open 
environments such as pastures and prairies at a 
variety of aspects and elevations. Populations are 
known from riparian forests as well as upland 
hardwood and conifer forests under patchy and 
closed canopies at elevations of 200-3500 feet.  
 
Vigorous populations also occupy forest edges 
and upland prairies in full sun.  While most 
invasive plants in our region tend to favor either 
open conditions, or shade, or edges, false-brome 
can successfully dominate in all of these 
conditions. 
 
Dense growth of false-brome may alter fire 
regimes by building up a heavy thatch layer, 
which can increase the risk and rate of spread of 
 

wildfire due to the fine fuels load. The species itself 
is fire tolerant, resprouting within two weeks of a 
burn. 
 
When invading an area, it often disperses first along 
roadsides and then moves out into undisturbed areas 
or forest clearcuts and pastures. False-brome 
becomes a serious pest after forest harvest and 
inhibits tree seedling establishment by out-
competing for moisture. It invades pastures, 
reducing grazing for livestock. The palatability of 
this grass for both wildlife and livestock is very low 
– even the deer don’t eat it!  
 
         Photo courtesy of Tom Kaye 

 
False-brome dominating a forest understory 

 
When the species dominates the vegetation, it may 
have negative effects on small and large mammals, 
native insects, lizards and snakes, and even song-
birds by reducing habitat quality and food sources. It 
may displace threatened and endangered plant 
species. Fish habitat may be impaired in the long-
term through reduction of establishment of riparian 
trees that provide shade and structure to streams. 
 
 
Additional information on false-brome and other invasive 

species is available on the internet at these websites: 
• http://egov.oregon.gov/ODA/PLANT/WEEDS/ 
• http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/alert/alrtbrac.html 
• http://extension.oregonstate.edu/news/story.php?S_No=973&story

Type=garde 
• http://www.appliedeco.org/reports.html                                         

 
 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
 
 

PREVENTION OF SPREAD 
• Do not plant this spe es for landscaping ci
• Rem y ove false-brome from your propert
• Educate friends and neighbors 
• Limit transport of seed by washing footwear 

and vehicle undercarriages if the species is 
detected 

• Thoroughly clean trucks and machinery used 
in forest management activities, as well as the 
boots, clothing and equipment of forest 
workers  

• Thoroughly clean vehicles, boots, clothing and 
equipment of recreationists 

• Clean dogs, horses, and clothing after visiting 
areas where there is false-brome 

 
METHODS OF CONTROL 

• For small populations of small area and few 
plants, hand-pulling, hoes, and other hand tools 
work well for control (remove pulled 
vegetation) 

• Glyphosate-based herbicides are an effective 
control for large, more established populations  

• Mowing can be used effectively with other 
methods when performed before seed-set 
(remove mowed vegetation) 

 
       Photo courtesy of Tom Kaye 

 
False-brome dominating in the open 

 

http://egov.oregon.gov/ODA/PLANT/WEEDS/
http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/alert/alrtbrac.html
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/news/story.php?S_No=973&storyType=garde
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/news/story.php?S_No=973&storyType=garde


FREE HELP WITH FALSE-

            Photo

BROME CONTROL! 
 

 courtesy of Chris Phan 

 
 
GET INVOLVED WITH YOUR LO

 
he Mid Council 

ore information about how we can help you 

CAL 
WATERSHED COUNCIL 

dle Fork Willamette Watershed T
is initiating a project to control false-brome in our 
watershed. The first portion of the project will be 
to formally survey for false-brome on 
participating private properties around the lower 
watershed in order to accurately map the extent of 
the infestation in those areas, and to give 
educational workshops on identification and the 
available methods of control. While the false-
brome inventory will be ongoing throughout the 
2008 field season, we hope to identify priority 
sites and begin to treat a subset of populations this 
summer.  We hope to work with many of you on 
this exciting project, and look forward to meeting 
you! 
 

For m
control false-brome, contact the MFWWC 

Outreach & Stewardship Coordinator: 
 

Jenny Getty: (541) 510-4373 
email: outreach@mfwwc.org

 
: Jenny Getty, Middle Fork WPrepared Jan. 2008 by illamette 

ILLAMETTE 

Watershed Council, PO Box 27, Lowell, OR 97452 Thanks to Tom 
Kaye of the Institute for Applied Ecology, Eve Montanaro of the 
Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council, and the MFWW 
Invasive Species Working Group. 

 
 

MIDDLE FORK W
WATERSHED COUNCIL 

 
Waters ary, non-hed Councils are locally organized, volunt
regulatory groups establishe o improve the condition of d t
watersheds in their local area. Watershed Councils create 
a forum that brings local, state, and federal land 
management agencies together with local property 
owners, concerned citizens, and private land managers to 
form a common vision for the ecological and economic 
sustainability and livability of their watershed. 
  

The Watershed Council forum provides local people a 
voice in natural resource management, which can 

significantly influence watershed management 
decisions. 

 
Local citizens in lishing a Watershed terested in estab
Council within the Middle Fork Willamette River 
watershed began meeting in early 1998. The movement 
gradually grew and led to support funding being secured 
from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
(OWEB) in January of 2000. A Council operating Charter 
was developed during the summer and fall of 2000, and 
the Lane County Board of Commissioners formally 
recognized the Middle Fork Willamette Watershed 
Council on November 21, 2000. 
 
For more information on Middle Fork Willamette 
Watershed Council meetings and activities, or to simply 
learn more about the Watershed Council, please contact 
the Council at PO Box 27, Lowell, OR  97452, or via 
phone (541) 937-9800 or e-mail at director@mfwwc.org  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

INVASIVE GRASS ALERT 
False-brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) 

 

 

 sylvaticum) 
 

False- hat is 
rapidly ette 

 

  Photo courtesy of Tom Kaye, Institute for Applied Ecology 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

BrachypodiumFalse-brome (

Watch Out For This Grass! 
 

brome is an invasive grass species t
 expanding in the Middle Fork Willam

watershed.  This exotic perennial, native to Eurasia 
and North Africa, is an escaped ornamental that is 
now becoming established in western Oregon at an 
alarming rate.  It typically grows about 1.5-2 feet 
tall, and it is capable of completely dominating 
under-story and open habitats to the exclusion of 
most other herbaceous species (both native and 
non-native).  False-brome does not appear to 
spread by its root system, but forms large clumps 
that tend to grow together, and reproduces rapidly 
from seed. Though short-lived in the seed bank (~3 
yrs.), the seeds disperse on passing vehicles, 
people, pets and wildlife and can thus easily invade 
new sites.  

 

mailto:outreach@mfwwc.org
mailto:outreach@mfwwc.org


 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


